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  Interna'onal Respiratory Infec'on Society 
Interna(onal Respiratory Infec(ons Society (IRIS) is a non-profit corpora(on whose purpose is to address, 
educate, coordinate, and promote research in the field of respiratory infec(ons and vaccines on a global 
level. We provide educa(on by providing open access presenta(ons and discussions as well as u(lizing social 
media channels and the corpora(on’s website to provide facts, sta(s(cs, and other related data on causes, 
current efforts and solu(ons to promote research in the field of respiratory infec(ons. To maximize our 
impact on current efforts, we take opportuni(es to collaborate with other non-profit organiza(ons which fall 
under the 501(c)(3) sec(on of the internal revenue code and are operated exclusively for educa(onal and 
charitable purposes. At (mes, per the discre(on of the board of directors, we may provide internships or 
volunteer opportuni(es which shall provide opportuni(es for involvement in said ac(vi(es and programs in 
order to have a greater impact for change. 

This objec(ve shall be achieved by coordina(ng and facilita(ng research related ac(vi(es of IRIS members 
and others interested in engagement. In order to aNain its objec(ve, and for no other purpose, the Society 
will, through its members: 

 

1. Promote all aspects of research in respiratory infec(ons, vaccines, and vaccina(on.  

2. Disseminate scien(fic informa(on concerning all aspects of research in respiratory infec(ons, 
vaccines, and vaccina(on.  

3. Organize congresses, conferences, symposia, and seminars in the field of respiratory infec(ons, 
vaccines, and vaccina(on.  

4. Encourage and support con(nuous educa(on and training in respiratory infec(ons research, 
including vaccines and vaccine-preventable diseases.  

5. Promote and support educa(on on topics with global health importance.  

6. Collaborate with other na(onal and interna(onal organiza(ons having similar objec(ves.   
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2025 IRIS Research Forum Summary 
The 2025 Interna(onal Respiratory Infec(ons Society (IRIS) Research Forum took place on Sunday, May 18th, 
at the Canopy by Hilton San Francisco SoMa in San Francisco, California. This event was hosted by the 
Interna(onal Respiratory Infec(ons Society (IRIS), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza(on dedicated to advancing 
knowledge and solu(ons for respiratory infec(ons. The event was made possible through an independent 
medical educa(on grant provided by Pfizer Inc., whose support helped the overall success of the 2025 
Research Forum. Addi(onal support from Paratek enabled the administra(ve support necessary for the 
mee(ng logis(cs. 

Designed as a high-impact, one-day event, the 2025 IRIS Research Forum provided a unique and dynamic 
pla]orm for an interna(onal audience of clinicians, researchers, and public health experts to engage directly 
with thought leaders from around the world. Par(cipants had the rare opportunity to hear about the latest 
advances in the field of respiratory infec(ons, explore innova(ve research direc(ons, and contribute to 
vibrant discussions on current and emerging challenges in the field. 

The central goals of the 2025 Research Forum were twofold: 

1. To convene a mul(disciplinary group of experts with specialized knowledge in respiratory infec(ons 
in order to share cu^ng-edge research findings, ongoing projects, and ideas for future studies. 

2. To foster robust dialogue among aNendees, encouraging collabora(ve idea(on and the explora(on of 
prac(cal strategies for implementa(on, policy, and future inves(ga(on. 

This year’s forum focused on two (mely and cri(cally important themes: 

1. Community-Acquired Pneumonia: Challenges and Opportuni(es in 2025 

2. Vaccinology and Respiratory Infec(ons: Challenges and Opportuni(es in 2025 

Each theme was explored through a structured format designed to promote both the dissemina(on of 
knowledge and the genera(on of new insights. Thirteen interna(onally recognized opinion leaders in the 
field were invited to share their exper(se. Each presenter delivered a 15-minute presenta(on summarizing 
key research findings or perspec(ves related to one of the forum’s core themes. Presenta(ons were 
immediately followed by 15-minute facilitated brainstorming sessions, enabling an interac(ve exchange of 
ideas and perspec(ves among all par(cipants. 

The day concluded with an evening networking dinner, providing par(cipants an informal se^ng to con(nue 
conversa(ons, strengthen professional connec(ons, and explore opportuni(es for future research 
collabora(ons. 

The forum welcomed a total of 40 par(cipants, represen(ng a diverse range of ins(tu(ons, disciplines, and 
geographic regions. The rela(vely small size of the gathering allowed for an in(mate and collabora(ve 
environment where meaningful dialogue and peer engagement could thrive. 

This summary report aims to provide a high-level overview of the key discussions, insights, and takeaways 
from the 2025 IRIS Research Forum. It also serves as a springboard for ongoing learning, research 
development, and professional collabora(on within the global respiratory infec(on community. 
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2025 IRIS Research Forum Agenda  
Registra(on and Breakfast (6AM to 7AM) 

2025 IRIS Research Mee(ng: Presenta(ons  

Session 1 (7AM to 9AM) 

Marcos Restrepo, MD, MSc, PhD. VA San Antonio GRECC Director - Geriatric Research Educa(on and Clinical 
Center. Professor of Medicine - Division of Pulmonary and Cri(cal Care Medicine - Department of Medicine - 
University of Texas Health San Antonio. Associate Program Director - Pulmonary and Cri(cal Care Fellowship 
Program - University of Texas Health San Antonio. Director of the INSPIRE Network - INnova(on Science in 
Pulmonary Infec(ons REsearch Network.   

“Rethinking Aging and Immunity through the Dual Lenses of Salutogenesis and Pathogenesis” 

Chiagozie Pickens, MD. Assistant Professor. Division of Pulmonary and Cri(cal Care 

Northwestern University. 

“Leveraging BAL Amylase as a Biomarker for Aspira(on Pneumonia."  

MaN Christensen, MD. Pulmonary and Cri(cal Care Fellow. T32 Postdoctoral Research Fellow 

MS candidate, Biomedical Informa(cs. Vanderbilt University Medical Center. 

“User-centered re-design of a pneumonia clinical decision support system”   

Mark Metersky, M.D., F.C.C.P. Professor of Medicine. Chief of Service, Department of Medicine Chief, Division 
of Pulmonary, Cri(cal Care and Sleep Medicine. Director, Center for Bronchiectasis Care. UConn Health. 

“Macrolides for Bronchiectasis:  It’s not just about exacerba(on” 

Paula Peyrani, MD. Pfizer Vaccines. US Medical Affairs. US Pneumococcal Adult Medical Lead 

“The role of bacteremia in pneumococcal pneumonia” 

Session 2 (9.30AM to 11.30 AM) 

ScoN E. Evans, MD, FCCP, ATSF. Professor & Chairman ad interim, Department of Pulmonary Medicine.  
Rebecca Meyer Brown and Joseph Mellinger Brown Chair in Basic Science Research, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. 

“Mul(func(onal roles of oligodeoxynucleo(des in inducible epithelial resistance against pneumonia” 

Jesse Wackerbarth, MD. Pulmonary and Cri(cal Care Fellow. Pulmonary Medicine Intermountain Health. 
University of Utah.  

“Electronic Decision Support for Pneumonia is Associated with Reduced Outcome Dispari(es” 

Gurinder Sidhu, MD, MHA, MBA. U.S. Paxlovid Medical Lead. Senior Director US Medical Affairs. Pfizer.  

“Unraveling Long COVID (Post-Covid Condi(ons)” 

 

Daniel Musher, MD. Infec(ous Disease Sec(on, Medical Care Line, Michael E. DeBakey Veterans Affairs 
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Daniel Musher, MD. Infec(ous Disease Sec(on, Medical Care Line, Michael E. DeBakey Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, Houston, Texas, United States.  

“Commensal streptococci cause pneumonia.  Are they encapsulated?” 

Session 3 (12PM to 2PM) 

Michael Niederman, M.D., MACP, FCCP, FCCM, FERS. Lauder Family Professor in Pulmonary and Cri(cal Care 
Medicine Weill Cornell Medical College.  Lead Academic and Pa(ent Quality Officer Division of Pulmonary 
and Cri(cal Care Medicine. New York Presbyterian/ Weill Cornell Medical Center. Weill Cornell Pulmonary & 
Cri(cal Care Medicine 

“An(-inflammatory therapy in Severe CAP: A focus on macrolides and steroids” 

San(ago Lopez, MD. US Senior Medical Director, Medical and Scien(fic Affairs Lead, mRNA Vaccines. Pfizer 
Inc., Collegeville, PA, USA. 

“The Impact of Pneumonia Beyond the Acute Infec(on” 

Julio Ramirez, MD. Chief Scien(fic Officer, Norton Infec(ous Diseases Ins(tute, Norton Healthcare, Louisville, 
KY, USA. Emeritus Professor of Medicine, Division of Infec(ous Diseases, University of Louisville, Louisville, 
KY, USA. 

“Role of Gut Microbiome Dysbiosis in the Pathogenesis of Acute and Long-Term Sequelae of CAP” 

Barbara Jones, MD MS, Associate Professor, Pulmonary & Cri(cal Care Medicine 

University of Utah and Veterans Affairs Healthcare System. 

“CAP Guidelines: Challenges & Opportuni(es” 

Networking Dinner (5PM to 7PM) 

An evening networking dinner provided opportuni(es for presenters, researchers, and aNendees to gather 
and discuss projects in more detail.  Con(nued dialogue regarding individual research ideas and 
opportuni(es led new research ques(on structures and collabora(ve approaches.   

5 



 

 
6 



 

  

7 



 

 

8 



 

 

9 



 

 

 

 

  

10 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank You Sponsors! 
The 2025 Research Forum organizers recognize and appreciate the support provided by Pfizer Inc. that 
funded the Research Forum. Conference day expenses, prepara(on, and management were supported by 
funds from Interna(onal Respiratory Infec(ons Society and Paratek.  
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